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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


FROM THE COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER. 


Extract of a letter, from one of the American Missionaries at 
Ceylon, to his friend in New-York, dated Tillipally, District of 
Jaffna, Ceylon, March 10, 1817. | 


I rejoice to hear of the establishment of a general Bible soca 
in America, We hope soon to feel its cheering effects in this dar 

corner of the earth. We could even now distribute many Bibles 
and Testaments among a class of native and half-cast youth, who 
have learned to read some English, and who can get no English 
books to read. The number of native youths who wish to learn are 
daily increasing. These would be pleased to get a Bible or a Tes- 
tament to read in. The desire to learn the English language is be- 
coming very universal, and now is a most favourable time for mis- 
sionaries to introduce Bibles and religious books. It would be very 
desixable to have a considerable number of them sent to our sta- 
tions yearly, to be distributed, and these should be accompanied by 
a large collection of tracts, and elementary school books of a reli- 
gious kind. The boys will read these when they will not read a 
Tamul book. Could we put such books into their hands, under 
such favourable circumstances, who knows but the Lord will open 
their understanding to understand, and their hearts to feel and love 
the sacred truths of his word which only can make them wise uato 
salvation. Surely we should have great reason to pray and labour 
for this so great a blessing upon this most miserable people. At 
present we must supply the boys with books at our own expense. 
The people are in general very poor, or they have no money. Their 
traffick among themselves is principally barter, and their property 
lies in lands. Besides, they have low ideas of the importance of 
education, and cannot think of giving any thing to have their sons 
educated. ‘Ihe native schools are numerous, and for a few cents 
7 month, without the expense of books or stationary, their boys 
earn to read Tamul fluently, and to write on the ola leaf with an 
iron style, with astonishing rapidity. They learn a kind of short 
hand so that they wiil take down a whole sermon without omitting 
scarcely a word. Little boys, nine and ten vears old, write as fast 
Von. 11. , 9* 
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as they can move their pen. If the parents should think of makin 
us any reward for books or instruction, it would be scarcely worth 
receiving. A mission to do any thing effectual here must be well 
supported; we wish to have a school independent of the parents. 
We have thought much on this subject, and, so far as we can ascer- 
tain the truth, one Spanish dollar will support a boy, of eight or ten 
years of age, with food and clothing one month. ‘The great advan- 
tage of taking boys to support is very obvious: for then they would 
remain with us, and be under our constant care and direction, 
whereas, when they board and sleep at home, they are liable to be, 
and frequently are, kept from school by their parents and older 
brothers who take great pains to instil into their minds their heathen 
stories, and the sacredness of their gods, and to guard their minds 
against the christian religion, which they call anew religion. ‘They 
tell the children they do not go to school to-learn our religion, but 
to learn English; that all religions are equally good, or much alike, 
but that their religion is the best for them and ours is best for us. 
Under such contrary instructions, we cannot expect to effect much 
upon the minds of children, who being governed by a rod of iron, 
are constantly in great fear of displeasing their parents. 

We wish wo establish’ schools on the plan proposed by Dr. John, 
late of Tranquebar. Would some gentleman of property be willing 
to support one or more boys in our school, they could name those 
they support if they choose. I think cent societies might be formed 
among the youth and children, which would do much for the poor 
children here. I know you will exert yourself for the accomplish- 
ment of this most desirable object. If we can support a few it will 
do some guod. I speak of boys, for the parents will not let their 
daughters come to learn yet, saying they have no custom of this 
sort. Females never learn even ‘Tamul, and it would he considered 
a disgrace for them to learn. We are attempting to wear away this 
prejudice. Sister Poor wil) soon open a school for them; she will 
get a few of our neighbours’ children. Our attention has been much 
called to the sick natives since we camehere. As they understood 
we had some medicine to administer to the poor sick, our door has 
been surrounded with suppliants anxiously begging for a little. 
Many who canuot walk, and children, are brought in beds, in bas- 
kets, on mats, and in the arms of their friends, and some creep as 
they can to our door. Among them are some of the most miserable 
objects I ever saw. We have three with broken limbs now lying 
in our school room. We cannot turn them off, and we have not 
means to support the remegecharnd rg who, if sick, must die of hun- 
ger, where they cannot work for their food. We, therefore, ap- 
plied to our friends at Jaffna, and they contributed a small sum, but 
enough to put up and partially furnish a thatched house, to shelter 
these poor wretches, and make them a little comfortable. They 
have Bi subscribed a small sum monthly, to buy food and medicine 


for a short time, till we can get some assistance from home. ‘This 
institution, my brother, calls for the support of the benevolent rich. 
We must turn these sick, famishing creatures away, unless we ob 
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tain assistance from home. A society is formed, and a committee 
appointed, to see that the institution is properly conducted, and the 
money well expended. A particular report of all the concerns of 
the hospital is to be given by us, from time to time, as the commit- 
tee shall request. Such a report, would we send to any society or 
individual in America, if they would contribute to its support. 1 
am sure many would contribute could they see what we see for a 
few days. We shall write on this subject to the prudential com- 
mittee. Besides relieving the distresses of the afflicted, I trust we 
are doing in this way essential service to the mission. Maultitudes 
come to us who would not come if we could not give them pony 
relief. This gives us an opportunity to recommend to them the 
great Physician. We often have from twenty to forty of the sick 
at our morning prayers, which we hold in a large room to accommo- 
date them. We then have the Scriptures read in Tamul, and 
usually make some remarks to the people, and have the prayer in- 
terpreted into Tamul. Our attention to their bodily wants we find 
to be the most powerful means of winning their affections and es- 
teem for us, and our religion. The little charity and attention they 
receive from us in their distress.so far exceeds what they receive 
from their countrymen, that they are made to feel in some degree 
grateful. Though the Bramins and staunch heathen who begin to 
tremble for the reputation of theirtidols, or rather for their unlawful 
gain, try to persuade the people that there is something under the 
eurtain; and that we must have some interested motives in coming 
and distributing to the people. ‘They know of no other alpen to 
govern men, but self-interest. They say we are getting the children 
to educate them, and then we intend to send them to Columbo or 
Candy to make soldiers or slaves of them. But we must expect 
such things; Satan will not give up his empire, so long held here, 
without a severe struggle. We must fight not with carnal but with 
spiritual weapons, and we shall conquer. Brother and sister Poor 
and myself have been on a missionary ground about four months, 
we collected a small school immediately, and began to preach 
through an interpreter on the Sabbath at our houses, and from house 
to house during the week. 

Our school consists of about thirty boys; most of them very bright; 
I never taught boys more so. ‘They are learning English, commit- 
ting portions of the Bible, which they copy from the ‘Tamul Bible on 
their olas, and also Watt's catechism, which our interpreter trans- 
lates for them. We have a few boys advanced in English. When 
the harvest is gathered, which will be in a few days, we expect a 
large school. We are setting up schools at two or three of the pa- 
rishes around us. Our audience on the Sabbath consists usually of 
about forty or fifty, sometimes many more. When we go to the 
houses of the people where there is a village, we get one hundred 
and more sometimes. We hold a meeting on the Sabbath about 
two miles from us, where we have a larger audience than here; it is 
in the court house of Mr. D. B. a pious magistrate of Dutch descent. 
and a most worthy man. 
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A few weeks since, Mr. F. esq. who was translating the Testa- 
ment into Cingalese, was taken away by death. He had finished 
the Gospel, and was going on rapidly with the Epistle, when he was 
seized with a dropsy in the head, and died in five days. This is a 
mysterious providence. He was in the prime of life, and well 
eh for the work, and k rere rae inhis labours. His whole 

esire was to make a literal translation, in which he succeeded. 
Brother Chater assisted him much. Mr. C. begins to preach in the 
language, but is by no means so good a Cingalese scholar. This 
loss cannot easily be made up. But God who often rules in a mys- 
ene way, can give his word to this people when he pleases. Mr. 
ater and the Rev. Mr. Armour, are appointed by the Bible Socie- 
ty of Columbo to carry on the translation. The Wesleyans are em- 
ployed to print the Cingalese Testament at their press, which they 
are doing with credit to themselves. The natives understand the 
new translation well. ‘The Tamu! Testament is a very good trans- 
lation We makea little progress in the Tamu), but building, and 
attention to the sick, and a thousand calls, take up the best part of 
our time. We hope to be able to speak to the people in their own 
language. Weare pleased with our situation and prospects, but we 
know not what a day may bring forth. [hope we shall feel willing 
to stand in our lot. and await the will of God our Saviour, in whose 
work we are professedly engaged. Pray for us, dear brother, that 
we may be found faithful unto death, and at last receive a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall give all 
those who look for his appearing. ‘The brethren at Bombay are all 
well, and going on prosperously. Brother Bardwell is much enga- 
ged in setting up the Maliratta press. But you doubtless hear par- 
ticularly from tiem. 


I am your’s most sincerely 
Rev. S. J. Mills. EDWARD WARREN. 


—— 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Gordon Hall to James Morris, 

esq. of Litchfield, dated Bombay, Feb. 25, 1817. 

MY DEAR s1R,—I am happy in acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter of August, 1815. I give you many thanks. Christian letters 
and communications are to us here in this heathen land as the cool- 
ing brook to the thirsty traveller. You can send us the good tidings 
of thousands converted to God in our native land, but I can in re- 
turn send no such good news. We have for a considerable time 
been preaching daily to the heathen, but as yet none have believed 
our report and turned unto the Lord. Still we labout in hope; yea, 
in the assurance that God will cause his word to accomplish the end 
for which it has been sent. 

Mr. Bardwell joined us about seven months ago, so that there are 
now three labourers among the ten million Mahratta people! 

We have commenced printing. A Scripture tract, which is the 
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first thing we printed, I enclose to you, thinking it will be accepta- 
ble. We are now beginning to print the gospel of Matthew. 

We have four schools, three of them taught by natives. There 
are about two hundred heathen boys in them. By many of these 
boys the Scripture tract is daily read, and we hope that before 
long the gospel of Matthew will also become a school book. We 
hope soon to have the means of carrying the schooling business to a 
much greater extent. It promises to be very useful and is now very 
deeply engaging the attention of missionaries and the publick. 

The prospects of our brethren at Ceylon are very encouraging. 

The mission at Surat (missionaries: Messrs. Fyvie and Skinner) 
promises well. More missionaries are expected there shortly. 
Throughout India‘the cause of Christ seems to be gradually but si- 
leittly gaining ground. 

But, dear sir, should the work be carried on as feebly and ad- 
vance as slowly in future as it has for the past, when—ah! when 
will perishing Asia be evangelized! Where are the labourers for 
this vast harvest? What spot in all this field is adequately supplied? 

True, the exertions that are now making’ in Europe and America 
are considerable. But compared with the magnitude of the work 
and the extent of means to the power of the churches, how feeble— 
how inadequate are those exertions! Has God promised that he that 
watereth shall also be watered himself, and does this mean that the 
more the churches are engaged for the spread of religion abroad, the 
more it will abound at home? Then why are so many murmuring 
against sending away your young men to preach Christ to the hea- 
then? Why are so few ready to come? Why are the churches so 
slow in sending them? 

Dear sir, [ have a serious inquiry to make. Why cannot each 
church threughout the country be organized into a missionary so- 
ciety? In this capacity the smallest church might do a little and 
others might do much, and in this way the whole mass of christians, 
(with as many others as they could persuade to act with them,) 
would be more directly and actively engaged in the cause of mis- 
sions. Each church, thus organized into a society, might act as an 
auxiliary to some more general society, as might be most convenient 
and desirable. The work of evangelizing the world is great and 
demands great efforts. But I must come toa close. 

I remain affectionately and respectfully yours, 
G. HALL. 


—— + 


METHODIST CONFERENCE, 

On Saturdav, the 9th instant, the 74th Annual Conference of the 
people called Methodists, closed its sitting. Nearly 300 Preachers, 
from different parts of the United Kingdom, were present, the 

reatest part of the time. The most cordial affection and unanim- 
ity prevailed amongst them; and they had the satisfaction to find 
that, during the last year, the work of God had geuerally, prospered 
in their Societies, both at home and abroad. Thirty-six young men, 
having finished their probation of four years, were received into full 
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connexion. The sight of such a number of men, in the prime of 
life, possessing genuine piety, fervent zeal, and considerable learn- 
ing, devoting themselves to the work of the Ministry, and solemn- 
ly set apart for the service of God, was deeply affecting. The Pre- 
sident, the Revd. John Gaulter, with his usual zeal and activity, 
dispatched the business which came under consideration with such 
eam egy and ability, that the Conference concluded at an ear- 
ier period, than it had done for many preceding years. On the fol- 
lowing day, the Preachers who were present, received the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper from the hands of the President, assist- 
ed by some of the senior brethren. The several preachings, during 
the whole time of the Conference, were attended by crowded con- 
gre ations, and the powerful and impressive sermons which were 
delivered, not only commanded deep and silent attention, but ex- 
cited the most lively feelings of devotion, and elevated the soul to 
a blessed participation of those pleasures which are at God’s right 
hand forevermore. Eight additional Missionaries are to be sent to 
the East Indies, Ceylon, India, and other parts of the world, the 
ensuing year.—Liverpool paper, Aug. 25. 


—~<—=_—— 


DOMESTICK. 


Auxiliary Colonization Society, Winchester, (Va.) 
CIRCULAR. 


.  (€oneluded from p. 14. vol. 11.) 


Our laws do not even recognize their capacity of speaking the 
truth;—their oath cannot be received in a court of justice, except in- 
deed when they become informers against each other. They dare 
not look a white man full in the face. ‘They cannot associate with 
the whites in any of the relations or intercourses of life. Their co- 
lour and features, so different from ours, and the great prejudices 
arising therefrom, utterly forbid that the relations of matrimony, of 
government, of social intercourse, should be entered into with them. 
These and a thousand other circumstances, must make them willing 
to exchange this for a country free from such objections. Diflicul- 
ties, especially at first, must doubtless be encountered .—These will 
arise from their great distrust of the whites, with whom this scheme 
originated—the difficulty of fully gaining their confidence—their in- 
termarriages with slaves—the novelty of the undertaking—the dan- 
gers of the ocean, and the hardships and exposures of a new settle- 
ment: but all these difficulties have been surmounted again and 
again. We goupon the supposition that they are human beings, and 
will act as such. Were we never to attempt any thing that is at- 
tended with difficulties, we should never be just or generous, rich 
or great; we should never be Christians. We must first gain their 
confidence in our good intentions, and that we are acting in good 
faith toward them. Some of them must first go over to see the place. 
Delieving, as we do, that this will be to them a land of promise, we 








THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 23 


trust that there may yet be found some Calebs and Joshuas among 
those spies that may be sent who shall bring them back a good report, 
and show them, in addition to clusters of grapes, their plantains, 
their dates, their yams, their ivory and their gold. 

But, though we should expect to meet with difficulties, we are of 
opinion, that there perhaps never was a colony yet settled which 
was attended with so many favourable circumstances as this, Pure 
benevolence and Christian charity are at the foundation of it. All 
the prayers of the righteous must be in its favour. Heaven will bless 
it. All the governments of Europe must respect and encourage it. 
Thev are pledged to do so, by consistency with those treaties which 
they have formed with one another, and with America. Other colo- 
nies have had to protect themselves, and have met with great hard- 
ships and been exposed to great dangers. We have however great 
encouragement froma colony similar to the one proposed. The 
work has in fact already been begun for us, and now prospers and 
invites uson. Sierra Leone was the first fatal spot where the slave 
trade began, here it is that the Europeans have begun the christian 
work of restitution. It was commenced immediately after the close 
of the revolutionary war. ‘The slaves who joined the British, from 
the southern States, and were carried to Nova Scotia, petitioned to 
be sent to some other place, where the climate would be more con- 
genial to their constitutions and habits, and where they might enjoy 
more equal rights—They were therefore sent to Sierra Leone, in 
Africa, and formed into a colony with a number of whites, to pro- 
tect, instruct, and govern them fora time. Their organization at 
first was badly managed. ‘The colony fell into difficulties, and was 
at length broken up by a French fleet. Nothing discouraged by these 
things, a benevolent society in England undertook its potrnesges 
reorgonized it with Ne ets success, and it is now in a flourishing 
state, abounding with schools and churches, has a free government, 
and excellent laws securing to them the trial by jury, with all 
other privileges of a free and happy people. And by the last report 
of the Sierra Leone society, in England, this remarkable fact is 
stated. ‘That the profits of trade to England with that colony al- 
ready surpass the whole profits arising from all other parts of the 
African coast.” 

The bordering native tribes often visit them, and carry back into 
the interior pleasing accounts of their happiness and prosperity.— 
This intercourse is increasing, and a society is now formed in the 
colony for educating and oie missionaries among the natives. 

About two years ago Paul Cuffee, a frée man of colour of great 
respectability, enterprise, talents, piety and wealth, having collected 
a number of free people of colour in the different towns of our coun- 
try, carried them free of expense to the colony, where they were 
kindly received and generously treated; being presented each with 
a lot in the town, and fifty acres of land in the vicinity about two 
miles distant. They write home in high spirits, and represent the 
country as abounding in rice and other eduction and a variety of 
fruits are to be had all the year round. 
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And why may we not form other colonies on the same coast: 
Africa is not cursed with barrenness all over. Africa has her deserts 
and her sands; and so has Europe, Asia and America. (ut Africa 
has also her noble rivers, whose very sources have not yct been ex- 

lored. Africa has her,lofty mountains and fertile plains. Ifany of 
ver vivers are deserted and her plains uncultivated, the history of 
the slave trade can tell us why. The country itself has been as 
much vilified as its inhabitants have been oppressed and injured. 
The time was, when truth on this subject must not be spoken. No 
representation must be given of Africa, other than of a wilderness 
to raise a species of beings inferior to the human, who were marked 
by heaven to be slaves and bondmen to the other parts of the world. 
This time has passed, and with it, all its infidelities and misrepre- 
sentations. ‘Truth now speaks out in aloftier tone. Later travel- 
lers have given a very different view of the soi] and the climate, as 
well as of the manners and dispositions of many of the tribes. The 
Europeans, in truth, made them much worse than they previously 
were, and then abused them for it, and exaggerated their vices. 
The country is in many places very pleasant and fertile, agriculture 
is not every where neglected, but in some places carried to a consi- 
derable degree of perfection. 

They are also paying some attention to the arts; and only need 
friendly encouragement to excel in all these things. They have 
the same feelings and affections with other nations. ‘They have ex- 
hibited in an eminent degree, some of the noblest qualities of the 
human heart. They have given evidence of epistolary, poetical, 
mechanical, mathematical and military genius,in those countries to 
which they have been carried, and where any opportunities of im- 
provement have been allowed them: all which things give them a 
claim to be ranked in the same class of created beings with the men 
of other countries, and prove them to have the same origin with our- 
selves. Who will venture to affirm with an infidel philosopher of 
France, “That they will be twenty thousand years hénce what they 
were twenty thousand years ago,—an inferior link in creation, and 
, without a man of genius among them?” Let it be remembered what 
these parts of Europe were less than two thousand years ago, which 
have since produced a Shakespeare, a Newton, a Fenelon, a Ges- 
ner, a Racine, and others. he time was when their rustick bards 
did not perhaps excel the plaintive and hospitable song of the Afri-- 
can woman over poor Mungo Park. ‘The time was, when their sav- 
age dispositions could not, perhaps, be softened down to the com- 
passion which was shown to the heroick but unfortunate manby some 
of the tribes of interior Africa. It is not for us to predict what sub- 
lime poets, what wise philosophers, what powerful orators, what ven- 
erable divines may yet adorn and bless that quarter of the globe.— 
Africa has not been always altogether ignoble. Carthage was 
once famous, when Hannibal led her armies to the gates of Rome; 
and glorious, when Cyprian, the noblest of the ancient Fathers, led 
her saints and martyrs to the gates of heaven. Egypt also, now in- 
dolent, effeminate, and servile, was once the granary of Europe, and 
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.the seat of learning and the arts. It is thought more learning was 
consumed in the Alexandrian library, than the world has ever been 
in possession of since. Let us not doom Africa to barbarism, and 
heathenism. Heaven may have decreed otherwise. The earth, we 
fondly hope, and firmly believe, is to be covered with the knowledge 
of the Lord. The heathen are to be given to Christ for his inherit- 
ance, and the utmost parts of the earth for his possession. Africa 
is no where excepted from these general promises. The religion of 
Christ suits all _ and colours, and descriptions of men. The 
Father made all men, the Saviour died for all men; none are so bad 
or so ignorant as to be incapable of understanding religion and being 
reformed by it. Itis a plain highway, that the way-faring men, 
though feols, need not err theirin. And none are 80 wise or good but 
they may become wiser and better by it. 

Whatever ridicule or argument may have been used against their 
capacity or genius, whatever doubts may have been entertained as 
to the identity of their species with our own, this at least must be 
conceded,—that they possess one trait of character, which distin- 
euishes man from all other animals on earth, and that is, a capacit 
for religion. Of many a poor unlettered African might it be said, 
as was said of the great, the learned, the accomplished Paul after 
his conversion, Behold! he prayeth! And shall we not attempt to 
communicate this gift of God to gentile Africa? What plan is so 
likely to succeed as that of sending back her own sons with the word 
of God in their hands? These they will hear, and receive. These 
they will know tobe their brethren. A colony of this kind will be 
a proper place, for a time at least, for such missionaries as are de- 
signed for the natives, to stop at; and from thence they will issue 
with all the necessary means of instruction to penetrate into the in- 
terior. 

But it is asked, if there is such an asylum already prepared for 
them at Sierra Leone, what need of providing any other? And if 
they will not go to that place, what reason have we to conclude, that 
they would migrate to any other, should it be provided? To which it 
is answered, that we have not in every part of our country a Paul 
Cuffee who has seen the place; and who could inspire them with 
confidence in the statements which he should give. There is not 
one in ten thousand, who have even heard of either Paul Cuiffee or Si- 
erra Leone. Besides, how are they to be furnished with the means, or 
a channel of conveyance, were they ever so anxious to go? Paul Cuf- 
fee transported a small number, whose consent he was happy enough 
to obtain, at his own expence; but it does not follow, that he either 
could, or would, transport some hundreds of thousands, should they 
wish to go. 

But Sierra Leone is quite a small territory, and could not contain 
one thousandth part of what might be sent from the United States, 
without a Constdoraie accession of territory. But who is to pur- 
chase this territory, if it were attainable? Will the British govern- 
ment, or the friendly society in England which has been their pa- 
trons and protectors, make this enlargement of territory on our be- 
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half? Would we not, ought we not, to be ashamed to ask it, or even 
to submit to it were it offered? 

Besides, that colony belongs to another government: should there 
be either-duty, honour or profit attached to such a settlement, ought 
we not to be willing to ch them our own? 

But one principal object proposed by our plan is an act of right- 
eous retribution to that injured contnient on our part. Not only 
that we might free ourselves from an evil, but confer a benefit upon 
Africa—upon the world. The more, therefore, that such settle- 
ments are scattered, the better is their prospect of flourishing and 
benefitting the rest of Africa. ‘There are at present, besides the 
colony of Sierra Leone, upwards of twenty missionary establish- 
meuts; extending over the southern parts of that continent, as far 
north from the Cape of Good Hope as eight hundred miles in the in- 
terior, containing twenty-five European missionaries, and about fif- 
teen natives, who serve as missionaries. ‘The London Missionary 
Society, by these exertions, are totally changing the face of things 
in South Africa—And shall we, whose duty and interest plead so 
powerfully, be contented to do nothing! The coast of Sherbro, some 
distance south of Sierra Leone, it is said, has been pointed out by 
Paul Cuffee, who was well acquainted with the African coast, as a 
very valuable and desirable situation for sucha settlement. The 
same coast has also been recommended by the benevolent hearted 
Clarkson,of England, whose description of it perfectly coincides with 
Paul Cuffee’s. This coast is said to be free from any European 
claims whatever—and to be in the possession of different petty 
tribes and peaceable—from whon, it is thought, it might be purcha- 
sed at a fair and reasonable price. A messenger appointed by the 
mother society in Washington, is now ready to accompany our min- 
ister to London, and from thence to visit Africa to explore its coast, 
and to report the result of his disceveries on his return. 

It is pleasing and comforting to know, that Providence has, with- 
in the last two years, been preparing suitable persons for this object. 
Within that period, a school upon a large scale, and under liberal 
patronage, has been established in New-Jersey, for the purpose of 
educating young men of colour, and of hopeful piety, for missiona- 
ries; anda senpertante number are now receiving a regular classical 
education for that purpose. Besides this, there are other schools in 
Philadelphia, of a respectable character,’ among people of this des- 
cription—and throughout the states of New-York, New Jétiey and 
in many parts of Pennsylvania, in Baltimore, and in some parts of 
Virginia, great attention is paid to the religious education of blacks 
generally from the young child to the hoary head with spectacles.— 
Thus is God preparing the hearts of his people, and stimulating 
their exertions for whatever he wishes to accomplish. Before we 
conclude, we beg leave to mention one other circumstance, which 
should excite the charities of the benevolent in behalf of this scheme. 
The slave trade, that foul disgrace of Europe and America, though 
forbidden by all their governments, is still carried on by wretches 
who evade the laws. and still encourage the most cruel and unnat- 
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ural wars in Africa, by which captives may be seized, sold and 
transported. Can any thing be more likely to crush this monster 
of iniquity than the formation of colonies on the coast, supported and 
protected by government, and assisted by all the vigilance and 
christian exertions which shall be made to promote peace and amity 
among the natives! Can any thing more noble be proposed to man 
than plans by which he may assist his suffering fellow man to peace 
—piety—civilization, and all the improvements of humanity? Pro- 
Hence is now developing some of its mysterious ways to man.— 
Why, (it has been often asked) why foe so long a time have 
some nations been permitted to tyrannize over others in the most 
cruel manner, and yet to prosper? Why the horrors of the slave 
trade, carried on too under the very eye of heaven, and not signall 
revenged? Why were Europeans permitted to prosper in all their 
usurpations over Eastern nations and the aborigines of America? — 
The answer is now given, God was all this time making the wrath of 
man to praise him, by furthering his great designs of mercy toward 
those countries. Asia, Africa and America are now receiving, or 
have received, the Gospel by means of the wickedness of the wicked, 
as well as by the righteousness of the righteous. Let us now, through 
righteousness and benevolence, attempt to do something good to Af- 
rica and her children. Fifty millions of immortal beings inhabit 
that vast continent. Thirty millions are of the true negro race.— 
Three millions of this description are in the two Americas. One 
million and a half in our own country. If we cannot do all that our 
hearts might wish, let us at least attempt what we are able. If we 
cannot place them all in a better condition, let not that prevent our 
beginning it with a few, and though our beginning may be small, our 
latter a may greatly increase. Rome was not built ina day. The 
religion of Christ was at first but as a grain of mustard seed. These 
things should encourage us to begin. Let us afford an opportunity 
to such as in future may be disposed to make the condition of those 
belonging to them, better, and not worse, by manumission. Let us 
begin a system which shall gradually bless them and their children 
to the latest posterity. As our fathers laboured hard, and remon- 
strated long, and ve oupaie’ K to prevent the introduction of this ca- 
lamity amongst us, let us endeavour to lessen it to our children, lest 
in the bitterness of their hearts, when feeling its accumulated oppres- 
sion, they should heap curses on us instead of blessings. Difficulties, 
we Say again, we expect to meet: but was ever any thing great or 
good effected without difficulty? We cannot forbear repeating again, 
that this appears to be the most practicable, fortunate, benevolent, 
and providential plan, that could possibly be devised. If any feel 
themselves unable to help us by their alms, let them deposit their 
warm and effectual prayers in heaven, which a merciful God who 
accepts the heart may make very serviceable to our undertaking.— 
At any rate, we lope none will venture to oppose, “lest haply they 
be found to fight against God.” 
| By order of the meeting, 
WM. HILL, President, pro tem. 
Wa. Meape, Secretary, pro tem. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


THE SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY, 


Met in this City on the 23d, and closed their sessions on the 27th 
ultimo. The following Narrative of the state of religion within 
the precinets of that Judicatory of the Presbyterian Church dur- 
ing the past year was read at their meeting for concert of prayer, 
on Saturday last, and we trust will be perused with interest 
by all those who rejoice in the prosperity of Zion: 

NARRATIVE, &c. 

The Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, in presenting a suc- 
cinct account of the state of Religion within their bounds during 
the past year, have abundant reason to praise the Lord for the 
great things which he has done for the Churches under their care. 

The prayers of his people, and the labours of his ministering ser- 
vants, have not been in vain. Through the special and powerful 
influence of the Holy Spirit accompanying the means of grace, sev- 
eral Churches within the bounds of the Presbytery of Jersey have 
been visited with times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
A revival of the spirit of true piety has taken place in the first and 
second Churches of Newark, Elizabethtown, Orange, Connecticut- 
farms, Bloomfield, and Paterson. This great and good work com- 
menced in the town of Newark, about the middle of December last. 

In the first Church, the first publick and decisive token of the di- 
vine presence, was given at an evening meeting for prayer. The 
number of those who have been hopefully brought into’the knowl- 
edge of the truth, in this congregation, is about 200; 170 of whom 
have been received into communion. 

A similar work of grace commenced in the second Church in 
Newark, about the period already mentioned; the fruit of which has 
been 97-added to the communion of the Church. 

In Elizabethtown, a revival more general than any which that con- 
gregation has ever before experienced, began to make its appearance 
about the first of February last. In this Church 161 persons have 
already been received into communion, and many more are ex- © 
pected soon to follow their example. 

The revival commenced also in the Church of Orange about the 
beginning of February, and continued to prevail, without any abate- 
ment of zeal, till the close of the month of June. The greatest 
number which appeared, at any time, to be deeply impressed, was 
from 250 to 300. Of this number nearly 200 entertain a hope that 
they have passed from death unto life, and 113 of them have been 
received into full communion. 

In Connecticut-farms, also, the revival began about the same pe- 
riod. ‘Thirty-six persons have already made a publick profession 
of their faith, and move are yet expected to join the Church, as the 
fruit of this gracious refreshing. 

At Bloomfield, 37 have been added to the communion of the 
Church, and at Paterson, 20. 
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The character of the work..in all these Churches, is such as to 
warrant the hope that it is, indeed, of God; and it ought to be ad- 
ded, in answer to special prayer: and it is peculiarly gratifying to 
the Synod to state, that, in most of these places, the visits, prayers, 
and exhortations of some of the students from the Theological Se- 
minary at Princeton, have been blessed as the means of promo- 
ting it. 

he Synod have also learnt, with deep interest, that there now 
exist very favourable appearances of a revival of religion commenc- 
ing in the second Church at Woodbridge, and at Rockway, within 
the bounds of the same Presbytery. 

Nothing worthy of particular notice has taken place within the 
bounds of the Presbyteries of Long-Island, Hudson, New-York, 
and New-Brunswick. The Churches appear to be walking in the 
faith and order of the Gospel. In many of them religion is flour- 
ishing, whilst in some others it is somewhat declining. 

The Synod however would observe, that in the congregations of 
Huntingdon, Fresh-Ponds, and Brookhaven, in the Presbytery of 
Long-Island, there isa more than ordinary attention to religion. 

The Synod are happy to learn that a Female Missionary Society 
has been formed within the City of New-York, for the purpose of 
supprying the destitute of the City with the means of grace. The 
efforts of their missionary appear to have been signally owned and 
blessed by the great Head of the Church. More than usual atten- 
tion has also there been recently paid to seamen. A Marine Bible 
Society has been formed, auxiliary to the American Bible Society, 
which promises to be an extensive blessing to this neglected and im- 
portant class of men. 

Agreeably to the recommendation of a late General Assembly, 
classes have been formed in the greater part of our congregations 
for the purpose of studying and reciting the Bible. ‘The young 
people composing these classes have in many instances made con- 
siderable progress in the Biblical history, and while they have in- 
creased in speculative knowledge, their hearts, in some instances, 
have also been deeply affected and warmed with love to God, and 
to the great truths he has revealed in his word. If this mode of 
instruction be persevered in; it may, by the blessing of Heaven, be 
attended with the happiest effects. The Pastors of our Churches 
will, we hope, by and by, see themselves surrounded by youth well 
instructed in the great principles of the Christian religion, strong- 
ly attached to the congregations of which they are members, the 
promoters of every thing that will tend to advance the interest of 
religion and morality—themselves the strength and glory of the 
Church. 

The concert of prayer on the first Monday in every month has - 
been very generally attended to during the past year. In Europe, 
in some parts of Asia and Africayas well as in our own land, the 
friends of Zion on that day approach the throne of grace, and unite 
in the same prayer, that the kingdom of God may speedily come. 


‘ x ° 5 4 
How encouraging and animating! If the Lord Jesus has promised to 
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answer the prayer of afew only who unite in the same petition, have we 
not great reason to hope that the united prayers of thousands will be 
heard and answered. Christians, persevere in this delightful duty. 
“For Zion’s sake hold not your peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake rest 
not, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the sal- 
vation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 

Societies for the gratuitous distribution of religious Tracts have 
not been weary in well doing. The New-York Religious Tract So- 
ciety has issued from its depository, within five years, more than three 
hundred thousand Tracts. A great proportion of this number have 
been distributed gratuitously throughout almost every county in the 
State of New-York, in almost every state in the Union, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, Batavia and Canton, in several of the West- 
India Islands, in Canada, on board of steam-boats, and on board 
merchant vessels bound to various and distant parts of the world. 
In the city of Trenton, in New-Jersey, a female Tract emg & form- 
ed not long since, has purchased and distributed within the past 
year, about 10,000 Tracts. Similar societies have been formed in 
many other places within the bounds of the Synod. 

The number of Sabbath schools is constantly increasing. In our 
congregations in the country as well as in our cities, these institu- 
tions have been established, and almost universally are attended with 
good effects. In the city of New-York, the number of children at- 
tending the different Sabbath schools, male and female, is about seven 
thousand five hundred; and it is an interesting fact, that in one of 
these schools, within three months, 8 of the teachers out of 12 have 
made a publick profession of religion: and similar beneficial effects 
to the teachers themselves, have ip several instances been manifested 
in other schools within our bounds. 

The Synod are gratified to learn that increased exertions have 
been made within their bounds, to instruct the people of colour, and 
that in some places these exertions have been specially crowned with 
a divine blessing. In several of the congregations within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of Jersey, which have been visited with special re- 
vivals, the people of colour have largely shared in the precious in- 
fluence, and many have become hopefully the subjects of divine graces 
and in Newark and Elizabethtown, incipient measures have been ta- 
ken to organize congregations of this people. 

The Synod are also gratified to learr that liberal contributions have 
been made for the support of schools among the heathen. 

The Synod in this place would take particular notice of the esta- 
blishment of the African school under their care. From the report 
of the directors, it appears that two young men of promising talents 
are already in a course of education, and that a general attention be- 
gins to be awakened to that/ong neglected people. The Synod can- 
not but hope that the time is near when Ethiopia will indeed stretch 
forth her hands to God. 

The American Bible Society, since its establishment, has issued 
13,500 Bibles, and the number of its auxiliary societies is 110. 

Among so many and such great things of a favourable kind, the 
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Synod are pained to notice many grievous breaches of the Sabbath, 
by the travelling of persons from our large towns, particularly from 
the city of New-York into the wee | or their amusement, but to 
the great injury of the feelings of individual christians and of the 
cause of Christ. It is devoutly to be wished that moral societies may 
be more vigilant and successful in the suppression of this great and 
alarming evil. 

The Synod would exort all who profess the religion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to walk worthy ofthe vocation wherewith they are cal- 
led—to let their light shine before men, that others, seeing their 
good works, may glorify their Father who is in heaven. Be sober, be 
vigilant, and fervent in spirit. The present period is distinguished 
from all others that have preceded it, by extraordinary exertions for 
the promotion of the interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the 
world. ‘Throughout christendom the friends of Zion are awake. 
The magestick and important objects they have in view, are the best 
interests of men, and the glory of God. Let every heart and every 
hand unite in this glorious work—let them not relax in their exer- 
tions until all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God. 


—_ A — 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Boston, Oct. 21.—The “American Education Society” held their 
second annual meeting on Wednesday last; when an appropriate ser- 
mon was delivered in the Old South church, by the Rev. Mr. Chicker- 
ing of Woburn, from Ephesians i. 10. The collection that was taken 
up on the occasion amounted, we understand, to two hundred and 
twenty-four dollars, twenty-five cents. 

After divine service, the society retired to the hall of the Massa- 
chusetts Bank, for the transaction of business. An able and anima- 
ting “Report” of the proceedings of the “board of directors” was read, 
and will soon be laid before the publick. From this document it ap- 
pears, that one hundred and five individuals in the several stages of 
education, have received assistance from the society, and that these 
beneficaries are found in eight of the U. States, and in ten different 
colleges. Piety, talents and indigence are the only indispensable 
qualifications required in those who seek the patronage of the society. 
No applicants have been rejected in whom :these requisites were 
found. Notwithstanding the large expenditures of the last year, it 
appears that a balance of twelve hundred dollars or more, remains in 
the treasury. 

A common sentiment of brotherly love and cliristian zeal seemed to 
animate the whole society, and inspired the mest pleasing anticipa- 
a of its future prosperity and happy influence on the interests of 

ion. 

It must be a high gratification to the christian publick, to learn the 
rosperity of this infant institution, the American Education Society. 
t was formed under auspices, peculiarly favourable, and has com- 

menced its operations with the most flattering prospects. ‘Those 
most slow of heart to admit the felicity of its plan, and the practica- 
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bility of its object, at the outset, we hope are by this time convinced 
that the institution is founded in wisdom, conducted with energy and 
prudence, and conspires with great effect to aid the advancement of 
; the Redeemer’s kingdom. , 
‘ The smiles of divine providence are so clear upon every exertion 
that is made in these days, for the enlargement of the church, that it 
HL is hardly admissible to question the expedience or practicability of 
any plan that christian benevolence may propose; ere it is mentioned 
1% it is matured, and multitudes are ready to rise up, and carry it into 
i execution. 
é A few years since, the boldest imagination would have trembled at 
its presumption if it had been led to anticipate one half of what has 
| since been achieved. The most ardent friends of Zion, twenty-five 
years ago, did not expect that the advance of an hundred years would 
place the church on the high — she occupies at this moment, 
without a miracle. They calculated the future triumphs of truth by 
the past; like some in these days, they were more disposed to judge 
| of what God would do from what he had done, than from what he has 
promised to do. Let us beware of the falacy by which they were be- 
guiled of many pleasures that flow from anticipation of the fulfilment 
of God’s promises, and rejoice in the evidence furnished us by pass- 
| : ing events, that the reign of Satan is short, and that the kingdom of 
i Christ shall speedily swallow up all other kingdoms.— Bost. Recorder. 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


Who is this that cometh oo! of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frank incense, with all powders of the 
merchant. SOLOMON. 

Say, what are those columns of smoke, which arise; 
From the wilderness? upwards they move, 

Majestick, and grand! how they darken the skies, 
Which unfold to receive them above? 
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These pillows of smoke, thus ascending above, 
Shedding fragrant perfume through the air, 

Are the ofletigs of faith, and the incense of love, 
From the church, at her concert for prayer. 


From the four winds of heaven, these odours ascend: 
_ Tho’ between them, the wide waters roll; 
In the vials ef heaven, all happily blend, 

And are answer’d with peace in the soul. 


No, 


But numbers alas! who profess to believe, 
Refuse, by their presence, to share 
In the blessmgs and comforts that christians receive, 
At the grand monthly concert for prayer! P. B. 
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